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Decision maker Cabinet member environment and economy 

Information about cabinet, including the names and contact details 
of the cabinet members, can be found here: 

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=251 

Date of decision 24 October 2022 

Report exemption class Open 

Reason for being a key 
decision 

This is a key decision because it is likely to result in the council 
incurring expenditure which is, or the making of savings which are, 
significant having regard to the council’s budget for the service or 
function concerned.  A threshold of £500,000 is regarded as 
significant. 

A notice was served in accordance with Part 3 (Key decisions) of The Local Authorities (Executive 
Arrangements) (Meetings and Access to Information) (England) Regulations 2012. 

General exception or special 
urgency (as defined in the 
constitution)  

No 

Purpose This report seeks approval to accept three year funding allocations 
from DEFRA, Natural Resource Wales and the Welsh Government 
for the Wye Valley AONB. 

Decision That: 
a) The council accepts the funding offers from DEFRA for a 
total of £895,163 as detailed below, and to deliver the projects 
as set out in this report across Herefordshire and the rest of 
the AONB; 

a. Wye Valley AONB core funding allocation of £455,565 
for the period 2022-2025 

b. Farming in Protected Landscape (FiPL) allocation of 
£439,598 for the period 2022-2024  
b) The council accepts the funding offers from Welsh 
Government for a total of £1.025m as  
detailed below, and to deliver the projects as set out in this 
report across Herefordshire and the rest of the AONB; 

a. Wye Valley AONB Revenue funding allocation of 
£210,000 for the period 2022-2025 

b. Sustainable Development Fund (SDF) allocation of 

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=251


 

£240,000 for the period 2022- 2025 and this amount is added to 
the capital programme 

c. Wye Valley AONB Sustainable Landscapes 
Sustainable Places (SLSP) for £575,000 for the period 2022-
2025 and that this amount is added to the capital programme 
c) The council accepts the funding offers from Natural 
Resources Wales for a total of £114,106 as detailed below, and 
to deliver the projects as set out in this report across 
Herefordshire and the rest of the AONB; 

a. Strategic Allocated Funding (SAF) for core Wye 
Valley AONB of £98,000 for the  period 2022-24 

b. National Peatland Action Programme Grant – Wye 
Valley AONB of £16,106 for the period 2022/23 and this amount 
is added to the capital programme 
d) The council creates and appoints a fixed term AONB 
Planning Officer jointly funded by the Wye Valley AONB and 
Malvern Hills AONB Partnerships to match the three year 
funding period fully funded through the core grant provisions 
and matched funded by Malvern Hills AONB, and;  
e) The Service Director Highways, Environment and Waste is 
authorised to take all operational decisions necessary to 
implement the schemes. 

Reason for the decision As set out in the report.  Documents relating to this decision are 
available at 

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=50042635 

 

Options considered 1. Not to accept the grant funding- this is not recommended as the 
council is the accountable body for the Wye Valley AONB, has 
statutory responsibly to conserve and enhance the AONB and will 
otherwise need to allocate revenue funding to meet these duties.  
2. Part accept the grant funding  

a. Accept the project funding only - This is not 
recommended at this time as the core funding allocations are 
required to maintain the existing services and contribute to deliver 
the council’s duties for the AONB. 

b. Accept the core funding only – this is not recommended 
as this would result in a significant loss of investment in the AONB 
in line with the Council’s strong Climate and Ecological emergency 
commitments and the delivery of the statutory AONB Management 
Plan. 

Declarations of interest (see 
▪ below) 

 

Call-in expiry date (decisions 
are not subject to call-in 
where special urgency 
provisions apply) 

28 October 2022 

  

Councillor: ………………………………………………... Date 24 October 2022 
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Cabinet member environment and economy 
(Councillor Ellie Chowns)  

 

 

▪ a record of any conflict of interest declared by any executive member who is consulted by the 
member which relates to the decision; 

and  

▪ in respect of any declared conflict of interest, a note of dispensation granted. 


